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, taken in eighth and/or ninth grades, and 
ACT Plan®, taken in tenth grade, to gauge student progress in becoming 
ready for college. And for students taking ACT Compass®, a computer-
adaptive course placement assessment used by colleges, we have identi�ed the College Readiness Benchmarks on the ACT Compass scale corresponding to success in credit-bearing community college courses. 

Why these courses? 

English Composition, College Algebra, and Biology are the �rst 
credit-bearing courses most commonly taken by �rst-year college 
students. Course placement data also show that reading achievement 
is most closely aligned with success in credit-bearing social sciences 
courses in college. 

ACT College Readiness Benchmarks 

ACT ACT Explore ACT Explore 
College Course Subject-Area Benchmark Benchmark ACT Plan The ACT Test ACT Compass 
or Course Area Test Grade 8 Grade 9 Benchmark Benchmark Benchmark* 

English 
Composition 

English 13 14 15 18 77 

Social Sciences Reading 16 17 18 22 89 

College Algebra Mathematics 17 18 19 22 52 

Biology Science 18 19 20 23 NA 

*The ACT Compass English Benchmark refers to the ACT Compass Writing Skills Test. The ACT Compass Mathematics Benchmark refers to the 
ACT Compass Algebra Test. ACT Compass does not contain a science test. 

infobrief@act.org for more information or to suggest ideas for future ACT Information Briefs.
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