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CLR 701. Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in 
complex passages

CLR 702. Locate important details in highly complex passages

CLR 703. Draw logical conclusions in complex passages

CLR 704. Draw simple logical conclusions in highly complex passages

CLR 705. Draw complex or subtle logical conclusions, often by 
synthesizing information from different portions of the passage

CLR 706. Paraphrase statements as they are used in complex 
passages

CLR 601. Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in more 
challenging passages

CLR 602. Locate important details in complex passages

CLR 603. Draw subtle logical conclusions in more challenging 
passages

CLR 604. Draw simple logical conclusions in complex passages

CLR 605. Paraphrase virtually any statement as it is used in more 
challenging passages

CLR 501. Locate and interpret minor or subtly stated details in 
somewhat challenging passages

CLR 502. Locate important details in more challenging passages

CLR 503. Draw subtle logical conclusions in somewhat challenging 
passages

CLR 504. Draw logical conclusions in more challenging passages
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READING

SCORE
RANGE

13–15

16–19

20–23
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IDT 701. Identify or infer a central idea or theme in complex passages 
or their paragraphs

IDT 702. Summarize key supporting ideas and details in highly 
complex passages

IDT 601. Infer a central idea or theme in more challenging passages 
or their paragraphs

IDT 602. Summarize key supporting ideas and details in complex 
passages

IDT 501. Infer a central idea or theme in somewhat challenging 
passages or their paragraphs

IDT 502. Identify a clear central idea or theme in more challenging 
passages or their paragraphs

IDT 503. Summarize key supporting ideas and details in more 
challenging passages

READING

SCORE
RANGE

Key ideas and details
CENTRAL IDEAS, THEMES, AND SUMMARIES (IDT)

24–27

28–32

33–36
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READING

SCORE
RANGE

13–15

16–19

20–23
22

Students who score in the 
1–12 range are most likely 
beginning to develop 
the knowledge and skills 
assessed in the other ranges.

THE ACT COLLEGE 
READINESS BENCHMARK 
FOR READING IS 22. Students 
who achieve this score on the 
ACT Reading Test have a 50% 
likelihood of achieving a B 
or better in a first-year social 
science course at a typical 
college. The knowledge 
and skills highly likely to be 
demonstrated by students 
who meet the Benchmark are 
shaded.

REL 201. Determine when (e.g., first, last, before, after) an event occurs 
in somewhat challenging passages

REL 202. Identify simple cause-effect relationships within a single 
sentence in a passage

REL 301. Identify clear comparative relationships between main 
characters in somewhat challenging literary narratives

REL 302. Identify simple cause-effect relationships within a single 
paragraph in somewhat challenging literary narratives

REL 401. Order simple sequences of events in somewhat challenging 
literary narratives

REL 402. Identify clear comparative relationships in somewhat 
challenging passages

REL 403. Identify clear cause-effect relationships in somewhat 
challenging passages

Key ideas and details
RELATIONSHIPS (REL)






